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70 HN SHEPPARD: 


Giving: an Exact Deſcription of the manner of 
his wonderful Eſcape from the CASTLE 
in Newgate, and of the Methods he took at- 
terward for his Security. 


Written by himſelf during his Confinement in the Middle 
Stone-Room, after his being retakenin Drury-Lane. 


To which is Prefix'd, 


A true Repreſentation of his Eſcape from the 


Condemn'd Hold, curiouſly engraven on a Cop- 
per Plate. 


\ 


the Priſoner. 


' The Eighth Edition. 4 
I L @ ND & KN: 


Privted and Sold by John Applebee, a lietle below Bridewell - 
Bridge, in Black-Fryers. 1724. 


(Price Six Pence.) 
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FOHN SHEPPARD's 
NARRATIVE 


OF HIS 


LIFE and ACTIONS, Oc. 
S my unhappy Life and Actions have 

A aftorded Matter of much Amuſe- 
ment to the World; and various 
Pamphlets, Papers, and Pictures relating 
thereunto are gone abroad, moſt or all of 
them miſrepreſenting my Affairs; tis neceſ- 
ſary that I ſhould ſay ſomething for my 
ſelf, and ſet certain intricate Matters in a 
true Light; every Subject, how unfortu- 
nate or unworthy ſoever, having the Liber- 
ty of publiſhing his Caſe. And it will be ao 
ſmall Satisfaction to me to think that I have 
thoroughly purg'd my Conſcience before I 
leave the World, and made Reparation to 


the many Perſons Injur'd by me, as far as is 


in my poor Power, | 
If my Birth, Parentage, or Educationwill 
prove of Service or Satisfaction to Man- 


A2 kind. 
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kind, I was born in Steprey Pariſh, the Year 
Queen Anne came to the Crown; my Fa- 


ther a Carpenter by Trade, and an honeſt: 


induſtrious Man by Character, and my Mo- 
ther bore and deſerved the ſame. She be- 
ing left a Widow in the early Part of my 
Lite, continued the Buſineſs, and kept my 
ſelf, together with another unfortunate Son, 
and a Daughter, at Mr. Garrett's School 
near Great ot. Hellen's in Biſhoꝑſgate Pa- 
riſh, till Mr. Kneebone a Woollen-Dr aper 
in the Strand, an Acquaintance, regarding 
the flender Circumſtances of our Family, 


took me under his Care, and improv'd me | 


in my Writing and Accompts, himſelf ſet- 
ting me Copies with his own Hand; and he 
being deſirous to ſettle me to a Trade, and 
to make my Mother eaſy in that Reſpect, 


agreed with Mr. Owen Wood, a Carpenter | 


in Drury-Lane, to take me Apprentice for 
Seven Years, upon Condition that Mr. 
Kneebone ſhould procure Mr. Food to be 
employ'd in performing the Carpenter's 
Work, Sc. at a Houſe at Hampſtead, which 
he did accordingly, and upon that and no 
— Conſideration was I bound to Mr. 
Wood. 


We went on together for about ſix Years 


there happening in that Time what is too 
common with moſt Families in low Life, as 
frequent Quarrels and Bickerings. I am 
far from preſuming to ſay that I was one ua 

* | the 


d 


„ 

the beſt of Servants, but I believe if leſs Li- 
berty had been allow'd me then, I ſhould 
ſcarce have had ſo much Sorrow and Con- 
finement after. My Maſter and Miſtreſs 
with their Children were ſtrict Obſervers 
of the Sabbath, but 'tis too well known in 
the Neighbourhood that I had too great a 
Looſe given to my evil Inclinations, and 


{ ſpent the Lord's Day as I thought cenveni- 


ent. It has been ſaid in Print that I did beat 
and bruiſe my Maſter Mr. Wood in'a moſt 
barbarous and ſhameful manner at Mr. 
Britt's, the Sun Ale-Houſe at Iſington, and 
that I damn'd my Miſtreſs's Blood, and beat 
her to the Ground, Sc. Theſe Stories have 
been greatly improved to my Diſadvantage. 
Mr. Wood cannot but remember how hard 
I wrought for him that Day at Iſlington, 
what Refreſhment was offer'd to my Fel- 
low-Servant and my ſelf; the Cauſe of that 
unhappy Quarrel is ſtill freſh in my Memo- 
ry: And as for that of my Miſtreſs, when 
Elizabeth Lyon and her Husband, a Sol- 
dier, were quarrelling together in Mr. 


Wood's Yard, I bid them be gone, and 


threw a ſmall Lath at Hon, which might 


fall on my Miſtreſs, bur ſhe received no 


Harm as I know of, and if ſhe did, I am 
ſorry for it. 


After all J may juſtly lay the Blame of 


my Temporal and (without God's great 


Mercies) my Eternal Ruin on Zo/eph Hind, 
a 


/ * 2 * * 
A Mm 


[6] 
a Button-mould Maker, who formerly kept 
the Black Lyon Ale-Houſe in Drary-Lane ; 
the frequenting of this wicked Houſe 
brought me acquainted with Z/zzabeth Ly. 
on, and with a Train of Vices, as before |] 
was altogether a Stranger to. Hyrd is now 


a lamentable Inſtance of God's divine Ven- 
geance, he being a wretched Object about 
I am ſtill far more miſera- 


the Streets; an 
ble than him. 


It has been ſaid in the Hiſtory of my Life, Þ 
that the firſt Robbery I ever committed was | 


ia the Houſe of Mr. Bains, a Pzece- Broker 


in White-Horſe Tard; to my Sorrow and} 


Shame I muſt acknowledge my Guilt of a 


Felony before that, which was my ſtealing | 
two filver Spoons from the Rummer Ta- 


vern at Charimg-Croſs, when I was doing a 


Jobb there for my Maſter: for which I ask | 


Pardon of God, and the Perſons who were 


wrongfully charg'd and injur d by that my | 


Crime. 


Unhappy Wretch! I was now commen- | 
ced Thief, and ſoon after Houſe-breaker ; 
growing gradually wicked, 'twas about the | 


latter End of July 1723, that I was ſent by 


my Maſter to do a Jobb at the Houſe of 
Mr. Bains aforeſaid, I there ſtole a Roll of | 


Fuſtian containing 24 Yards, from amongſt 
many others, and Mr. Bains not miſling it, 
had conſequently no Suſpicion. I offer'd it 
to Sale among the young Lads in our Neigh- 

| bourhood 


ER. 
bourhood at 12 4. per Yard, but meeting 
with no Purchaſers I concealed the Fuſtian 
in my Trunk. e 
On the 1ſt of Auguſt following, I. again 
wrought in Mr. Bains s Shop, and that Night 


| at about 12 of the Clock 1 came and took 


up the wooden Bars over the Cellar-win- 


dow, ſo enter'd and came up into the Houſe, 
and took away Goods to the value of four- 
teen Pounds, beſides ſeven Pounds in mo- 
| ney out of the 72, then nail'd down the 


Bars again and went off. The next Day I 
came to the Houſe to finiſh the Shutters 
for the Shop, when Mr. Bains and his 
Wife were in great trouble for their Loſs, 


| ſaying to me they ſuſpected a Woman 


their Lodger had let the Rogues in, for that 
they were aſſured the Houſe had not been 
broken; the poor People little dreamin 


they were telling their Story to the Thief, 
I condoling with them, and pretending 


great Sorrow for their Misfortune. Not 
long afterwards my Fellow-prentice Thomas 
acquainted Mr. Mood that he had obſerved 
a quantity of Fuſtian in my Trunk. My 


Maſter and I had broke meaſures, and I be- 
ing abſent from home and hearing Thomas 


had tattled, in the night-time I broke 
through a Neighbour's Houſe and into my 
Maſter's, and ſo carried off the Fuſtian, to 
prevent the conſequence of a Diſcovery. 


Mr.H/oodrightly concluding I had ſtoln it from 


Mr. 
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brought to repent of it. But this was not ſuffi- 
cient to avert the danger. Mr. Bains reſol- 
ving to proceed upon the Circumſtances he 


d, who 


[( 3] 


Mr. Bains, ſent him word of what had hap. 


| a _ overlooking his Good 
oon found his 


oſs, and threaten'd to pro-. V 
ſecute me for the Robbery. I thought it 
was adviſeable to meet the danger; and 
therefore went to Mr. Bains, bullied and 
menac'd him, and bid him be careful how 
he ſullied my Reputation, leſt he might be 


was already furniſhed with; I thought of a- 
nother Expedient, and acknowledg'd that ! 


had a piece of Fuſtian which my Mother 


had bought for me in Syittle-Fielde of a 


Weaver; and ſhe, 


or Woman, willing to 


ſcreen her wicked Son, confirm'd the Story, 
and was a whole Day together with Mr. 
Bains in Spittle-Fields to find out the pre- 
tended Weaver. In the end, I was forc'd to 
ſend back about 19 Yards of the Fuſtian to 
Mr. Bains, and then the Storm blew over. 
I related all theſe Particulars to Mr. Bains 
when he came to me in the Ca/i/e Room, 
as well to wipe off the Suſpicion from the 
poor innocent Woman Mr. Bazns's Lodger, 
as for his own Satisfaction. 

I abruptly quitted Mr. Wood's Service al- 
moſt a Year before the expiration of my 


Apprenticeſhip, and went to Fulham, and 


there wrought as a Journey-man to a Ma- 


ſter Carpenter, telling the Man that I had 


ſerved 


Eq — 
erved out my Apprenticeſhip in Smith field. 
lizabeth Lyon cohabiting with me as my 
Wife, I kept her in a Lodging at Par ſon's- 
reen; but Mr. Yood's Brother being an In- 
gabitant in the Town diſcover'd me, and 


brought me to London, and confin'd me in 
it. Clement's Round-houſe all Night: the 
hext Day I was carried to Gazild-Hall to 
ave gone before the Chamberlain, but he 
deing gone, 1 agreed with Mr. Woba, and 
naking matters eaſy got clear of him, and 
When fell ro robbing almoſt every one that 
ood in my way. The Robbery at Mr. 
harles's Houſe in May-Fair | have con- 
eſs'd in a particular manner to Mr. Wag- 
late, and to many others. 

The Robberies of Mr. Bains, Mr. Barton, 
nd Mr. Kneebone, together with the Rob- 
dery of Mr. Pargiter and two others on the 
Hampfiead Road, along with 7o/eph Blake, 
lias Blue sin, I did amply confeſs before 
uſtice B/ackerby, Mr. Bains and Mr. Knee- 
hone being preſent, and did make all the 


ing them where the Goods were fold, part 
hereof has been recovered by thoſe means 

o the Owners. 5 8 
declare upon the word of a dying Man, 


Blueskin and my ſelf in the breaking and 
obbing of Mr. — Houſe, WW 
| as 


y Maſter with Juſtice Newton's Warrant 


Reparation that was in my power, by tel- 


that Will. Field was not concerned with 


v 
2 

1 

F 

b 

1 

: 

| ö 


the work for his Maſter, who in the end n 


1 
has ſworn the fame at our reſpective Tryab 
and I have been inform'd that by certa 
Circumſtances which Field ſwore to, 
Kneebone himſelf is of opinion that he wy 
not concerned in the Fact: But he has don 


doubt will reward him, as he has done { 
his other Servants. I wiſh Field may rg 
pent and amend his wicked Life, for 
greater Villain there is not breathing. Blu 
gin and my ſelf, after we had robb'd 
Kneebone's Houſe, lodg'd the Goods 4 
my Warehouſe, a little Stable at /e/tmng 
ſter Hor ſe-ferry, which I had hired for ſud 


Purpoſes. I was ſo cautious of ſufferinf have 
any one to be acquainted with it, that eve late: 
Eligabeth Lyon was out of the Secret; bull was 
hearing of a Lock or Fence in Biſbopſgaii ting 
Street to diſpoſe of the Cloth to, BYueskf® the 
carried the Pack, and I follow'd to guar La: 
him, and met the Chap at an Alehouſe; W ring 
ſmall Quantity we got off at a very low that 
Price, which was always not ours, buff for 
is the conſtant Fate of all other Robbers eno 
for I declare that when Goods (the intri I 
fick Value whereof has been 501.) have bee RO 
in my hands, I have never made more tha Par 
ten Pounds of them clear money; ſuch | fer 
Diſcount and Diſadvantage attends. alwayÞ in 
the ſale of ſuch unlawful AcquirementsÞ pre 
Hield lodging with Blueskin's Mother in do! 
Koſemary-Lane, we all became acquainted the 


and 


114 


and being all of a piece made no Secret of 
Mr. Kneebone's Robbery; we told him the 


carried him down to the Warehouſe at 
Jeſiminſter, he pretending to buy the 
Goods. In a Day or two after, to the great 
= Surprize of Blueskzn and my ſelf, we found 
the Warehouſe broke open, the Cloth gone, 
and only a Wrapper or two of no value 
left; we concluded, as it appeared after, that 
Field had plaid at Rob-Thief with us, 


for he produc'd ſome of Mr. Knueebone s 


Cloth at my Tryal, of which he became 
18 poſſeſs'd by no other means than thoſe I 
NW have related. I muſt add this to what re- 
e lates to Mr. Kneebone's Robbery, that I 
was near a Forinight, by Intervals, in cut- 


ting the two Oaken Bars that went over 
UE the back part of his Houſe in Little Drury- 


I Zane. I heartily ask his Pardon for inju- 
ring him my kind Patron and Benefactor in 
that manner, and deſire his Prayers to God 
for the forgiveneſs of that as of all my other 
enormous Crimes. | 
I have been at times confin'd in all the 
& Round-houſes belonging to the reſpective 
& Pariſhes within the Liberty of W/eſtmin- 
ter; Elizabeth Lyon has been a Priſoner 
in many of them alſo: 1 have fometimes 
procur'd her Liberty, and ſhe at others has 
in done her utmoſt to obtain mine, and at o- 
d ther times ſhe has again betray'd! me into 
—_ - 2 tlie 


manner of it, the Booty, Sc. and withal 


. ——.. ce es ng, e CO OOO 
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the hands of Juſtice. When I was formerly 
in St. Anne's Round-houſe, ſhe brought me 

the Spike of an Halbert, with the Help 
whereof I did break open the ſame, but 
was diſcover'd before I could get off, and 
was put into the Dungeon of the Place 
fetter'd and manacled; and that was the 
firſt Time that I had any Irons put upon 


me. I in Return reſcu'd her from St. 


Giles Round-houſe ſoon after; but the 


Manner of my own Eſcape from St. Gz/es's | 


Round-Houſe may be worthy of Notice. 


Having in Confederacy with my Brother | 


Thomas Aa — Perſon, and Eligabetb 
Lyon committed 1e 


ate for them, impeach'd me and Lyon; 
and the Proſecutors being in cloſe Pur- 


ſuit of us, I kept up as much as poſſible; 
Dueens-Head Þ 
Ale-houſe in King ſtreet, Weſtminſter, an? 


till being one Day at the 
Acquaintance call'd Hes (alias Hell and 


Fury) a Chairman delir'd me to go thence to] 
an Ale-houſe at the Seven Dzals, ſaying he 


knew two Chubs that we might make aPen- 
ny of at Skert/es, we being good Players: 
I went with him; a third Perſon he ſoon 
procur'd, and ſaid the fourth ſhould not be 
long wanting, and truly he prov'd to be a 


Conſtable of St. Gz/es's Pariſh. In ſhort, Sykes 


charg'd him with me, ſaying I ſtood im- 
peach'd of ſeveral Robberies. Juſtice Par- 
| | 1 


veral Robberies about 
Clare Market, and Thomas being in Neu- 


121 

yy ſent me to St. Giles's Round-houſe for 
that Night, with Orders to the Conſtable 
to bring me before him again the next Mor- 
ning for farther Examination. I had no- 
thing but an old Razor in my Pocket, and 
was confin'd in the upper Part of the Place, 
being two Stories from the Ground; with 
my Razor I cut out the Stretcher of a 


Chair, and began to make a Breach in the 


Roof, laying the Feather-bed under it to 
revent any Noiſe by the falling of the 
Rubbiſh on the Floor. It being about nine at 


Night, People were pafling and repaſſing in 


the Street, anda Tile or Brick happening to 
fall, ſtruck a Man on the Head, who rais'd 
the whole Place; the People calling aloud 
that the Priſoners were breaking out of 
the Round-houſe. I found there was no 
Time then to be loſt, therefore made a 


bold Puſh thro' the Breach, throwing a 
{ whole Load of Bricks, Tiles, &c. upon 


the People in the Street; and before the 
Beadle and Aſſiſtance came up I had dropt 
into the Church-yard, and got over the 
lower End of the Wall, and came amidſt 
the Crowd, who were all ſtaring up, ſome 
crying, there's bis Head, there he goes be- 
hind the Chimney, &c. I was well enough 


| diverted with the Adventure, and then 
went off about my Buſineſs. 


The Methods by which I efcap'd from 
New-Priſon, and the Condemn'd Hold of 
Newgate, 


141 
Newgate, have been printed in ſo many 
Books and Papers, that it would be rid 
culous to repeat them ; only it muſt be re- 
member'd that my Eſcaping from Neu- 
Priſon, and carrying with me Elizabeth 
Lyon over the Wall of Bridewell Yard, was 
not ſo wonderful as has been reported, becauſe 
Captain Geary and his Servants cannot but 
know, that by my opening the great Gate 
I got Lyon upon the Top of the Wall 
without the Help of a ſcaling Ladder, o- 
therwiſe it muſt have been impracticable 
to have procur'd her Redemption. She in- | 
deed fewarded me as well for it, in betray- Þ 
ing me to Jonathan Wild ſo ſoon after. I Þ 
wiſh ſhe may reform her Life: a more 


wicked, deceitful and laſcivious Wretch [ 
there is not living in England. She has | 


prov'd my Bane. God forgive her: I do; $ 
and die in Charity with all the reft of Man- 
kind. . 


am now following, being juſt on the Brink 
of Eternity, much unprepar'd to appear be- 
fore the Face of an angry God. Blueskin 
had been a much older Offender than my 
ſelf, having been guilty of numberleſs Rob- 
beries, and had formerly Convicted four of 
his Accomplices, who were put to Death. 
He was concern'd along with me in the 
three Robberies on the Hampſtead Road, 
beſide that of Mr. Kneebone, and one o- 


ther. 


Blueskin has atton'd for his Offences. i | 


* 

ther. Tho' he was an able-bodied Man 
and capable of any Crime, even Murder, 
he was never Maſter of a Courage or Con- 
duct ſuitable to our Enterprizes; and j am 
| of Opinion, that neither of us had ſo ſoon 
met our Fate, if he would have ſuffer'd him- 
ſelf to have been directed by me; he al- 
ways wanting Reſolution, when our Affairs 
requir'd it moſt. The laſt Summer, I hired 
two Horſes for us at an Inn in Piccadilly, 
and being arm'd with Piſtols, Sc. we went 
upon Enfeld-Chace, where a Coach paſs'd 
us with two_Footmen and four young La- 
dies, who had with them their Gold W at- 
ches, Tweezer. Caſes and other things of 
Value; I declar'd immediately for attack- 
ing them, but Blzes42x's Courage dropt him, 


faying that he would firſt refreſh his Horſe 


and then follow, but he deſignedly delayed 
till we had quite loſt the Coach and Hopes of 
the Booty. In ſhort, he was a worthleſs 
Companion, a ſorry Thief, and nothing but 
the cutting of Jonathan Wild's Throat 

could have made him conſiderable. 
I have often lamented the ſcandalous 
Practice of Thief-catching, as it is call'd, 
and the publick Manner of offering Re- 
| wards for ſtoln Goods, in Defiance of two 
| ſeveral Acts of Parliament; the 'Thief-Cat- 
chers living ſumptuouſly, and keeping of 
publick Offices of Intelligence: theſe who 
| forfeit their Lives every Day they en 
| T7 an 
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and deſerve the Gallows as richly as any of 
the Thieves, ſend us as their Repreſentatives 
ro Tyburn once a Month: thus they hang 
by Proxy, while we do it fairly in Perſon. 

I never correſponded with any of them. 
1 was indeed twice at a Thief-Catcher's 
Levee, and muſt confeſs the Man treated 
me civilly ; he complimented me on my 
Succeſſes, ſaid he heard that I had both ah 
Hand and Head admirably well turn'd to 
Buſineſs, and that I and my Friends ſhould 
be always welcome to him: But caring not 
for his Acquaintatice, I never troubled him, 
nor had we any Dealings together. 

As my laſt Efcape from Newgate out of 
the ſtrong Room call'd the Caſte, has made 
a greater Noiſe in the World than any o- 
ther Action of my Life, I ſhall relate eve- 
ry minute Cirettnſtance thereof as far as 
am able to remember: intending thereby 
to ſatisfie the Curious, and do Juſtice to 
the Innocent. After I had been made a 
publick Spectacle of for many Days together, 
with .my Legs chain'd together, loaded with 
heavy Irons, and ſtapled down to the Floor, 
J thought it was not altogether impracti- 
cable to eſcape, if I could but be farniſhed 


with proper Implements ; but as every Per- 


ſon that came near me was carefully 
watch'd, there was no Poſſibility of any 


ſuch Aſſiſtance; till one Day in the Ab- 
ſence of my Jaylors, being looking * 
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the Floor, I ſpy'd a ſmall Nail within Reach, 
and with that, after a little Practice, I found 
the great Horſe Padlock that went from the 
Chain, to the Staple in the Floor might be 
unlock'd, which I did afterward at pleafure; 


and was frequently about the Room, ard 


have ſeveral times {lept on the Barracks, 
when the Keepers imagin'd I had not been 


out of my Chair. But being unable to paſs 


up the Chimney, and void of Tools, I re- 
main d but where I was; till being detect- 
ed in theſe Practices by the Keepers, who 


| furpriz'd me one Day before I could fix my 


ſelf to the Staple in the manner as they had 
left me, I ſhew'd Mr. Pitt, Mr. Rouſe, 
and Mr. Parry my Art, and before their 


| Faces unlockt the Padlock with the Nail ; 


and though People have made ſuch an Out- 
cry about it, there is ſcarce a Smith in 
London but what may eaſily do the ſame 


| thing. However this call'd for a farther 


Security of me; and till now I had remain'd 
without Hand-Cuffs, and a jolly Pair was 
provided for me. Mr. Kneebone was 
preſent when they were put on: I with 
Tears begg'd his Interceſſion to the Keep- 


| ers to preſerve me from thoſe dreadful Ma- 


nacles, telling him, my Heart was broken, 
and that I ſhould be much more miſerable 
than before. Mr. Kneebone could not refrain 
from ſhedding Tears, and did uſe his good 

C Offices 


— "I 
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Offices with the Keepers to keep me from | 
them, but all to no purpoſe; on they went, 
though at the ſame time I deſpis'd them, 
and well knew that with my Teeth only [| 
could take them off at Pleaſure: But this 
was to lull them into a firm Belief, that they 
had effectually fruſtrated all Attempts to ef- Þ 
cape for the future. I was ſtill far from de- 
ſpairing. The Turnkey and Mr. Kneebone 
had not been gone down Stairs an Hour, 
ere I made an Experiment, and got off my 
Hand-Cufts, and before they viſited me a- 
gain, I put them on, and induſtriouſly rubb'd 
and fretted the Skin on my Wriſts, making Þ 
them very bloody, as thinking (if ſuch a4 
Thing was poſſible to be done) to move the 
'Turnkeys to Compaſſion, but rather to! 
confirm them in their Opinion; but though 
this had no Effect upon them, it wrought Þ 
much upon the Spectators, and drew down 
from them not only much Pity, but Quan- 
tities of Silver and Copper: But I wanted 
ſtill a more uſeful Metal, a Crow, a Chiſſel, 
a File, and a Saw or two, thoſe Weapons 
being more uſeful to me than all the Mines 
of Mexico; but there was no expecting any 
ſuch Utenſils in my Circumſtances. 


Wedneſday the 14th of October the Seſſi- 
ons beginning, I found there was not a mo- 
ment to be loſt; and the Affair of Jonathan 
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ild's Throat, together with the Buſineſs at 
the Old Baily, having ſufficiently engag'd 
the Attention of the Keepers, I thought 
then was the Time to puſh. Thur ſday the 
r5th at about two in the Afternoon Auſtin 
my old Attendant came to bring my Ne- 
ceſſaries, and brought up four Perſons, vis. 
| the Keeper of Clerkenwell-Bridewell, the 

Clerk of Weſtminſter Gate-houſe, and two 
| others. Auſtin, as it was his uſual Cuſtom, 
examin'd the Irons and Hand-Cufts, and 
found all ſafe and firm, and then left me ; 
and he may remember that I ask'd him to 
come again to me the ſame Evening, but 
I neither expected or deſired his Company; 
and happy was it for the poor Man that he 
did not interfere, while I had the large Iron 
Bar in my Hand, though I once had a De- 
ſign to have barricaded him, or any others 
from coming into the Room while I was at 
work; but then conſidering that ſuch a Pro- 

jet would be uſeleſs, I let fall that Reſolution. 

As near as can be remember'd, juſt be- 
fore three in the Afternoon I went to work, 


taking off firſt my Hand-Cuffs; next with 


main Strength I twiſted a ſmall Iron Link of 
the Chain between my Legs aſunder; and 
the broken Pieces prov'd extream uſeful to 
me in my Deſign; the Fett-Locks I drew 
up to the Calves of my Leggs, taking off 
| C 2 before 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
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before that my Stockings, and with my Gar- 
ters made them firm to my Body, to pre- 
vent their Shackling, I then proceeded to 
make a Hole in the Chimney of the Caſtle 
about three Foot wide, and fix Foot high 
from the Floor, and with the Help of the 


broken Links aforeſaid wrench'd an Iron 
Bar out of the Chimney, of about two Feet 


and an half in length, and an Inch ſquare: a 
molt notable Implement. I immediately en- 


ter'd the Red Room directly over the Caſtle, þ 
where ſome of the Preſton Rebels had been 
kept a long time agone z and as the Keep- 9 
ers ſay the Door had not been unlock d for 
ſeven Years; but I intended not to be ſeven 
Years in opening it, though they had: I Þ 
went to work upon the Nut of the Lock, F 
and with little Difficulty got it off, and made 


the Door fly before me; in this Room J 


found a large Nail, which prov'd of great 
Uſe in my farther Progreſs. The Door of | 
the Entry between the Red Room and the 
Chapel prov'd an hard Task, it being a la- 
borious Piece of Work; for here I was forc'd Þ 
to break away the Wall, and diſlodge the | 
Bolt which was faſten'd on the other Side. 


This occaſion d much Noiſe, and I was very 


fearful of being heard by the Maſter-Side | 
Debtors. Being got to the Chapel, I climb'd F 
over the Iron Spikes, and with Eaſe broke | 
one of them off for my further Purpoſes, Þ 


and 
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and open'd the Door on the Inſide. The 
Door going out of the Chapel to the Leads, 
I ſtripp'd the Nut from off the Lock, as I 


had done before from that of the Red Room, 


and then got into the Entry between the 
Chapel and the Leads; and came to ano- 


ther ſtrong Door, which being faſten'd by 
a very ſtrong Lock, there I had like to have 
ſtopt, and it being full dark, my Spirits be- 
gan to fail me, as greatly doubting of ſuc- 
ceeding; but cheering up, I wrought on 
with great Diligence, and in leſs than half 
an Hour, with the main Help of the Nail 
from the Red Room, and the Spike from 
the Chapel, wrench'd the Box off, and ſo 
* made the Door my Humble Servant. 


A little farther in my Paſſage another 


! ſtout Door ſtood in my Way; and this was 
' a Difficulty with a Witneſs; being guarded 
with more Bolts, Bars, and Locks than any 
I had hitherto met with: I had by this time 
great Encouragement, as hoping ſoon to be 
* rewarded for all this Toil and Labour. The 
Clock at St. JSepulchre's was now go- 
ing the eighth Hour, and this prov'd a 
very uſeful Hint to me ſoon after. I went 
{ firſt upon the Box and the Nut, but found 
it Labour in vain; and then proceeded to 


attack the Fillet of the Door; this ſucceed- 
ed beyond Expectation, for the Box of thy 
0 ö Loc 


| | ( 22 ] ole 
Lock came off with it from the main Poſt. | Stai! 
found my Work was near finiſh'd, ang in a 
that my Fate ſoon would be determi. || gave 
ned. ” cry, 


| | ply'c 
I was got to a Door opening in the | wen 
lower Leads, which being only bolted on laid 
the Inſide, I open'd it with eaſe, and and 
then clambred from the top of it to the and 
higher Leads, and went over the Wall. Roc 
] Faw the Streets were lighted, the Shops hear 
being ſtill open, and therefore began to ing 
conſider what was neceſſary to be further had 
done, as knowing that the ſmalleſt Acci- Hor 


dent would {till ſpoil the whole Work- mor 
manſhip, and was doubtful on which of wen 


the Houſes I ſhould alight. I found I Nai 


muſt go back for the Blanket which had 
been my Covering a-nights in the Caſtle, 
which I accordingly did, and endeavour- 
ed to faſten my Stockings and that to- 
gether, to leſſen my Deſcent, but wanted 
Neceſſaries ſo to do, and was therefore 
forc'd to make uſe of the Blanket alone. 
I fixt the ſame with the Chappel Spike in- 
to the Wall of Newgate, and dropt from 
it on the Turner's Leads, a Houſe ad- 
joyning to the Priſon; twas then about 
Nine of the Clock, and the Shops not yet 
ſhur in. It fortunately happen'd, that the 
Garret Door on the Leads was open. I 
| been {tole 
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ſtole ſoftly down about two Pair of 
Stairs, and then heard Company talking 
in a Room; the Door open. My Irons 
gave a {mall Clink, which made a Woman 
cry, Lord, what Nozſe is that? A Man re- 


| ply'd, Perhaps the Dog or Cat; and ſo it 


went off. I return'd up to the Garret, and 
laid my ſelf down, being terribly fatigu'd ; 
and continu'd there for about two Hours, 
and then crept down once more to the 
Room where the Company were, and 
Sheard a Gentleman taking his Leave, be- 
ing very importunate to be gone, ſaying he 
had diſappointed Friends by not going 
Home ſooner. In about three Quarters 
more the Gentleman took Leave, and 
went, being lighted down Stairs by the 
Maid, who, when ſhe return'd, ſhut the 
Chamber-door; I then reſolv'd at all Na- 
Bards to follow, and flipt down Stairs, 
put made a Stumble againſt a Chamber- 


42 MS ay —_—_ py TT. 


out at the Street Door, which I was ſo 
unmannerly as not to ſhut after me. I 
was once more, contrary to my own Ex- 
pectation and that of all Mankind, a Free- 
INAN, — 


Mouſe, bidding them Good-morrow, it be- 
Bong after Twelve, and down Snou-hill. vp 
Hel- 
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door. I was inſtantly in the Entry and 


I paſs'd directly by St. Sepulehre's Watch- 


Holborn, leaving St. Andrew's Watch 
leaving 


o * 
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on my left, and then again paſs'd the 
Watch-houſe at Holborn Bars, and made 
down Grays- Inn Lane into the Fields, and 
at two in the Morning came to Totten. 
ham Court, and there got into an old Houſe 
in the Fields, where Cows had ſome time 


been kept, and laid me down to Reſt, and 
flept well for three Hours. My Legs were 


ſwell'd and bruis'd intollerably, which gave 
me great Uneaſineſs; and having my Fet- 
ters ſtill on, I dreaded the Approach of 
the Day, fearing then I ſhould be diſco- 
vered. I began to examine my Pockets, 
and found my ſelf Maſter of between 
forty and fifty Shillings. I had no Friend 


in the World that 1 could fend to, orc 


truſt with my Condition. About ſeven 
on Friday Morning it began air and 
continued ſo the whole Day, inſom 

that not one Creature was to be ſeen inf 
the Fields. I would freely have parted 
with my right Hand for an Hammer, a8 
Chifel, and a Punch. I kept ſnug nf 


my Retreat till the Evening, when af. 


ter Dark I ventur'd into Tottenham, 
and got to a little blind Chandler's Shop 
and there furniſh'd my ſelf with CheeleÞ 
and Bread, Small-beer, and other Neceſ- 


ſaries, hiding my Irons with a great Coats: 


as much as poſſible. I ask'd the Mong 
or 


uch 
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for an Hammer, but there was none to 
be had; ſo I went very quietly back to 
my Dormitory, and reſted pretty well 
that Night, and continued there all Sa- 
turday. At Night I went again to the 
Chandler's Shop and got Proviſions, and 
ſlept till about fix the next Day, which 
being Sunday, I began with a Stone to batter 
the Ba/ils of the Fetters in order to beat 
them into a large Oval, and then to {lip my 
Heels thorough. In the Afternoon the Ma- 
Iſter of the Shed, or Houſe, came in, 
and ſeeing my Irons, asked me, For God's 
Lbe, who are you? I told him, “an un- 1 
fortunate young man, who had been 2 
% ſent to Bridewell about a Baſtard-Child, mw 
as not being able to give Security to ; 
the Pariſh, and had made my Eſcape.” 
be Man reply'd, If that was the Caſe it 
as a ſmall Fault indeed, for he had 
been guilty of the ſame things himſelf for- 
Wmerly; and withal ſaid, However, he did 
rot like my Looks, and cared not how 
Von I was gone, 


. 2 
— ba anda * 


After he was gone, obſerving a poor- 
looking Man like a Joiner, | made u 

to him and repeated the ſame Story, af- 
Wuring him that 20 5. ſhould be at his 
vervice, if he could furniſh me with a - 
3 D Smith's 1 
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Smith's Hammer; and a Punch. The 
Man prov'd a Shoe-maker by Trade, but 
* to obtain the Reward, immedi- 
ately bo 


great Affiſtance, and before five that E- 


vening 1 had entirely got rid of | thoſe 


troublefome Companions my Fetters, 


which I gave to the Fellow, beſides hi; | 


Twenty Shillings, if he thought fit to 
make uſe of [them. 


That Night I came to a Cellar at CY. 
ring-Croſs, and tefreſh'd very comforis 
bly, with roaſt Veal, Sc. where about 2 
dozen People were all diſcourſing about 
Sheppard, and nothing elſe was talk'd on 
whiltt | ſtaid amongſt them. I had tyed an 
Handkerchief about my Head; tore my 


woollen Cap in many places, as likewik 


my Coat and Stockings, and look'd ex 
actly like what I deſigned to repreſent, a 


Begrat-Fellow, 


The next Day I took ſhelter at an Ale-Þ 
houſe of little or no Trade, in Rupert. 
Street, near Piccadilly. The Woman andp 
I difcours'd much about Sheppard. I 2 
ſur'd her it was impoſſible for him 0M 
eſcape out of the Kingdom, and that the 


Keepers 


rrow'd the Tools of a Black-Smith | 
his Neighbour, and likewiſe gave me 
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Keepers would have him again in a few 
Days. The Woman with'd that a Curſe 
might fall on thoſe who ſhould betray 
him. Icontinued there till the Evening, When 
I ſtept towards the Hay-mar tet, and mixt 
with a Crawd about two Ballad-Singers; 
the Subject being ahout Sheppard, And 
1 remember the Company was very mer- 


iy about the Matter. 


| On Tue ſday | bired a Garret for my 
Lodging at a poor Houſe in Newports Mar- 
| ket, and ſent for a ſober young Woman, 


| who for a long Time paſt had been the re- 


el Miſtreſs of my Affections, who came tg 
me, and render'd all the Aſſiſtance the was 
| capable of affording. I made her the Mef: 


ſenger to my Mather, who lodg'd in Clare- 


C fireer. She likewiſe viſited me in a Day or 
two after, begging on her bended Knees of 


me to make the beſt of my Way out of the 


| Kingdom, which J fairhfully promis d; but 
| I cannot fay it was in my Intentions hear- 
| tily ſo to do. 


l was oftentimes in Spittle- fields, Daury- 
laue, Lewkenors-lape, Par ters lane, St. 
8 Thomas-Street, &c, thoſe having been the 
chief Scenes of my Rambles and Plea- 
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I had once form'd a Deſign to have o. 
3 a Shop or two in Monmouth-ſtreet 
or ſome Neceſſaries, but let that drop, 
and came to a Reſolution of breaking the 


Houſe of the two Mr. Rewlinss, Brothers 


and Pawn-brokers in Drury- lane, which 
accordingly I put in Execution, and ſuc- 
ceeded; they both hearing me rifling their 


Goods as they lay in Bed together in che 


next Room. And though there were 
none others to aſſiſt me, I pretended there 
was, by loudly giving out Directions for 
ſhooting the firſt Perſon through the Head 
that preſum'd to ſtir: which effectually qui- 
eted them, while I carried off my Booty; 
with Part whereof on the fatal Saturday 


following, being the 3 iſt of October, I made 


an extraordinary Appearance; and from a 
Carpenter and Butcher was now trans- 
form'd into a perfect Gentleman; and in 
Company with my Sweetheart aforeſaid, 
and another young Woman her Acquaint- 
ance, went into the City, and were very 
merry together at a publick Houſe not far 
from the Place of my old Confinement. 


At four that ſame Afternoon we all paſs'd 
under Newgate in a Hackney Coach, the 
Windows drawn up, and in the Evening 
1 ſent for my Mother to the Jheers Ale- 
houſe in Maypole Alley near Clare-Market, 


and 


L293 
and with her drank three Quarterns of Bran- 
dy ; and after leaving her I drank in one Place 
or other about that Neighbourhood all the E- 
vening, till the evil Hour of Twelve, having 


been ſeen and known by many of my Acquain- 
| tance; all of them cautioning of me, and won- 
dering at my Preſumption to appear in that 
Manner. At length my Senſes were quite 


overcome with the Quantities and Variety 
of Liquors I had all the Day been drink- 


ing of, which pav'd the Way for my Fate 
to meet me; and when apprehended, I do 


proteſt, I was altogether incapable of re- 


| ſifting, and ſcarce knew what they were 
| doing to me, and had but two Second- 
hand Piſtols ſcarce worth carrying about 
me. 


A clear and ample Account have I 


now given of the moſt material Tranſacti- 


ons of my Life, and do hope the ſame 


will prove a Warning to all young Men. 


There nothing now remains. But I 
return my hearty Thanks to the Reve- 
rend Dr. Bennet, the Reverend Mr. 
Purney, the Reverend Mr. Wag ſiaffe, 
the Reverend Mr. Hawkins, the Reve- 
rend Mr. Flood, and the Reverend Mr. Ed- 
wards, for their Charitable Viſits and Af 

ſiſtances 


eme . 5 1 


1 
ſiſtances to mei as alſo my Thanks to 
thoſe warthy Gentlemen who ſo generouſly 

ntributed tawards my Support in Pri- 


I hope none will be ſo cruel as to re- 
flick on my poor diſtreſſed Mother, the 
unhappy Parent of two miſerable Wret- 
ches, my ſelf and Brother; the laſt 
one to America for his Crimes, and my 
elf going to the Grave for mine; the 
Weight of which Misfortune is ſufficient 
ſyrely to ſatisfy the Malice of her Ene- 


mies. 


beſtech the infinite Divine Being of 


Beings to pardon my numberleſs and 
' aur mous Crimes, aud to haue Mercy 


aun my poor departing Soul. 


 Middle-Stone-Room jn 
| Newgate, Novem, 10. 


John Sheppard 
5057 
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" POSTSCRIPT. 
; 


After I had Eſcap'd from the Ca- 
le, concluding that Bluestin would 


e | 

16 ſhave certainly been decreed for Death, 

r | did fully reſolve and purpoſe to 

5 have gone and cut down the Gal- 

ie lows the Night before his Execution. 8 
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